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(ratio studiorum), which for two centuries has pre-
vailed in the education of youth. It was the Jesuits
who thought of dividing pupils into classes, of giving
prizes to the best pupils, of publishing special editions
of the ancient authors for use in the classes (whence
the name classics), of having Latin exercises, verses
and orations written by the pupils.

When Napoleon created the University of France,
the Jesuit1 system had been adopted in all the French
colleges, although the purpose of the instruction was
quite different; Latin and mathematics were at that
time, and have since remained, the foundation of a
course of study.

The Jesuits, being greatly sought after for con-
fessors, have brought to perfection the art of confes-
sing, and of directing the conscience. They had to
continually decide upon the confessions made by their
penitents, so as to suit the penance to the enormity of
the offence. They have to study the cases, which may
be presented, investigate what actions must be regarded
as sins and in what measure, decide whether a sin
belongs to the species of venial (pardonable) sins or
of mortal sins. For example, a judge has to decide in
a suit where the two parties appear to him to have
equally just claims; one of the two parties gives him a
sum of money, and. the judge pronounces judgment in
his favor; has the judge committed a sin? Those
who studied cases of conscience were called casuists;
the greater number were Spaniards. In this manner
the science of casuistry was devised, for which the
Jesuits have so often been upbraided by their enemeis.
1 The College Louis-l^Graiid served as a model.